Tehit is spoken by approximately 12,000 people, who live mainly in the subdistricts of Teminabuan 
and Sawiat, about 100 kilometers southeast of the district capital, Sorong, in the western part of the 
Bird's Head peninsula of Papua (Irian Jaya). Tehit, together with Kalabra to the west and Moraid to 
the north, form the West Bird's Head Stock, which when combined with Seget and Moi further to the 
west and north, comprise the West Bird's Head Family, also known as the Toror language group 
(Voorhoeve 1975, Wurm and Hattori 1981, Silzer and Heikkinen 1984, Flassy 1991). Tehit is 
composed of eight major dialects: Jit, Mbol Fie, Saifi, Imian, Sfa Riere, Fkar, Sawiat, and Salmeit 
(Flassy and Stokhof 1979), which exhibit extensive geographic lexical chaining. (This analysis for the 
Tehit general language group is mainly based on the Imyan Tehit dialect.) 
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